
A hammock on the terrace 

and a bedroom at one of the 

villas at Cayo Espanto. 

Opposite, the yacht marina  

at Sprat Bay and a veranda  

of one of the Crow’s Nest 

Villas, both on Peter Island 

EUROPE
SWEDEN 

Lake Mälaren 

When to go: 

Midsummer, when 

there’s light in the sky 

all night, is a magical 

time to visit 

CROATIA 

Lighthouse Grebeni

When to go: July and 

August are reliably sunny 

but busy; go in 

May–June or Sept–Oct, 

when the sea is warm 

enough to swim in

EUROPE
Sweden: Lake Mälaren 

Spend the summer like the Swedes and escape to a lake. 

Fifty miles from Stockholm, the tiny private islet on Lake 

Mälaren is available for exclusive hire. There are just four 

buildings on it: a house containing three bedrooms, a 

dwelling consisting of a single room, a state-of-the-art 

sauna and a one-bedroom ‘round’ house (currently being 

renovated). The main house is light, airy and beautifully 

furnished in a style that fuses Gustavian tradition with 

contemporary Scandinavian design. And the rent includes 

the use of a small boat with an outboard motor (rental of a 

bigger 225hp Anytec 750 SPD is available to those licensed 

to drive one), in which guests can motor across to the 

attractive little town of Mariefred and Gripsholm Castle. 

Book with Grand Trips Sweden (www.grandtripsweden.com). 

From SEK16,000 (about £1,560) for a weekend; sleeps eight

Croatia: Lighthouse Grebeni

Built in 1872, Lighthouse Grebeni stands on a rugged rock 

populated only by yellow-legged gulls about a kilometre  

off the coast of southern Croatia, a four-kilometre boat ride 

from Dubrovnik’s Old Harbour. It’s not a place for the 

fainthearted, because beyond the (functioning) lighthouse 

itself – which has three simply-furnished double bedrooms, 

one single and two bathrooms, plus a kitchen and large 

living area – there is nothing at all here bar a couple of 

sun-trap terraces. Not even a beach, though one can swim 

from the quay, and intrepid divers can explore the wreck  

of an Italian ship, Taranto, which hit a mine in 1943 and 

sank about 20 metres from the lighthouse. Entertainment 

apart, guests should want for nothing, for the lighthouse  

is serviced daily by staff from the Hotel Dubrovnik Palace, 

whose facilities guests can use. One can also hire a chef 

and a butler for an additional €100 a day. A dedicated 

speedboat ferries guests between the lighthouse, hotel and 

city. For a real sense of isolation, there’s little to touch it.

Lighthouse Grebeni (00 385 20 430 830; www.alh.hr). 

From €400 a night; sleeps seven

but a fireplace, lest it suddenly turn chilly in the tropics. 

So, while it may be a private island (it used to belong to 

the aviation entrepreneur Reg Ansett) it feels like quite  

a populated one, inhabited as it is by a staff of 500, for 

whose children there is even an island school.

Lizard Island (00 61 3 9413 6284; www.lizardisland.com.au). 

Doubles from A$1,160 (about £780), all-inclusive

Bedarra Island (00 61 2 8296 8010; www.bedarraisland.

com). From about £1,145 per person per night, all-inclusive 

Hayman Island (00 61 7 494 0183; www.hayman.com.au). 

Doubles from about £315 
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